[image: image1.jpg]LOCAL

BiIoGENEius

CHALLENGE

sponsored by

sanofipasteur  janssen )’
“The vaccines division of sanofi-aventis Group ——



[image: image2.png]GEORGIA BIo

The Life Sciences Partnership




Announcing the 2011 Georgia Competition 
for the BioGENEius Challenge

Georgia Bio is hosting a statewide competition to select finalists to the U.S. National BioGENEius Challenge in Washington, D.C., June 24 – 27, 2011.  The Georgia competition will be held at the Georgia Science and Engineering Fair (GSEF), March 31- April 2, 2011.  Winners of the Georgia competition will receive a travel award to compete as a finalist in the U. S. National BioGENEius Challenge with students from around the country.  

At the National Challenge, students will compete and present their research in poster and oral presentations in front of a panel of judges. The top 10 winners of the U.S. National BioGENEius Challenge will advance to the International BioGENEius Challenge on June 27, 2011 in conjunction with the Biotechnology Industry Organization’s (BIO) Annual International Convention. Finalists will showcase their talent and research to a prestigious panel of expert biotech judges and will display their projects to approximately 20,000 convention participants!  The first place winner of the International Challenge receives a $7,500 cash award. Other awards include $5,000 for second place, $2,500 for third place, and $1,000 for fourth place. Each remaining International finalist will receive a $500 Honorable Mention Award.

How to Enter

The Georgia BioGENEius competition is open to participants in the statewide Georgia Science and Engineering Fair (GSEF) held March 31- April 2, 2011 at the Classic Center in Athens, GA.  Information about GSEF may be found on the GSEF website: www.georgiacenter.uga.edu/oasp. Up to three state finalists will be selected during special judging at GSEF, and winners of the local BioGENEius Challenge will be announced at the Awards Ceremony on April 2, 2011. 
To enter the local Georgia BioGENEius Challenge:


1. Register your contact information and a brief summary of your project with the national program at http://www.biotechinstitute.org/node/1437.  The deadline for registering with the Biotechnology Institute is Friday, March 25, 2011.

2. Complete the Declarations Form from the Biotechnology Institute website and email a scanned, signed copy to cinda.king@gabio.org by Friday, March 25, 2011.  

3. Read Guidelines and Rules, Judging Criteria and Poster Guidelines available at http://www.biotechinstitute.org/programs/9.

Attend GSEF in Athens, GA March 31-April 2, 2011. Special judging will occur Friday afternoon, April 1 during the scheduled judging period.

Questions? Contact cinda.king@gabio.org or maria.thacker@gabio.org.

4. 
Student Eligibility

1. Students must be enrolled in biology or science-related courses (Grade 9 to 12) in any public or private school within the United States.

2. Individual students only may submit only ONE project for this competition.

3. Research presented in 2011 must be NEW research.  Projects may be continued research from previous years. Any project conducted in a similar area of research as previous projects should be considered a continuation. If the project is a continuation, explain as completely as possible how the project will differ from previous experimentation because ONLY a new and different research project is allowed. The current year project must demonstrate significant progress. Explain when the actual experimental procedure (not the background literature review) will begin and end because ONLY a 12-month project that occurred within the last 18 months before this year’s International BioGENEius Challenge is allowed.

Project Guidelines 

For the purposes of this program, we will use the following definition of biotechnology: "Biotechnology is the use of the knowledge of biological systems to produce goods and services." 

1. A project is deemed relevant if its content relates to the various applications of biotechnology such as health care, agriculture and forestry, food processing, mining and the environment, and forensics; and it applies the knowledge and techniques of the current courses at school and/or other scientific studies such as biochemistry, molecular biology, cell biology, microbiology and biotechnology. 

2. The project must include scientific experiments that recognize and control all significant variables and demonstrate excellent collection, analysis and presentation of data.

 

3. The project should not involve the use of any dangerous chemicals or biohazardous materials, except under the direct supervision of qualified personnel with appropriate permission and consent forms completed and on file. All required permissions and paperwork of the International Science and Engineering Fair must be completed in advance of conducting the project.

4. The project should conform in general with the guidelines for International Science and Engineering Fair Guidelines. 

Deadline to Apply is Friday, March 25, 2011














